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Imagine the Future. 

Create the Future!



Cell phone announcement:



Welcome back!

Who traveled?

Who played?

Who celebrated?

Who learned?

Who read?

Who dined?

Who conserved?

Who connected?



A couple of disclaimers

No axe to grind

No book to sell 

No approach to endorse

No organization to push

No group to protect

Just a passion for each student in the U.S. to learn 

at the highest levels.

I hope yourôsis that every student in Decatur will 

learn at the highest levels



We all have learn to view things 

differently







Your tough question . . .

How do you improve when  you are already at 

the ñTop of the Gameò in so many ways?



My challenge today . . .

To invite you to look at the future in a whole new 

way.

NOT as an improvement on the past.





What year is it?

Todayôs Essential 

Question



We need to get beyond a 1961 mindset or 

even a 2001 mindset!

Your students are too important!



If your thoughts are about how to be 

better at ñteachingò in the new school 

yearò. . .



Then you may find some of the things I say 

leaving you feeling very . . .

ñuncomfortableò!



Complacency

Engagement

Discomfort

Outrage!



Ready or not, the world has fundamentally 

shifted!

Keep in mind, the WWW is just slightly over 

4000 DAYS old!



Oh Aha! OMG!



ñIf you donôt like change . . .

Youôre going to like obsolescence                        

even less.ò

-- Gen. Shinseki (ret.)



Raise your hand if you feel like this guy when it 

comes to technology . . .



Ever play the game  . . . 

ñI never _____ò

Raise your hand if you would ñwinò 

with these questions . . .



Iôve never listened to an iPod.

Iôve never downloaded a podcast.

Iôve never been in Facebook.

Iôve never downloaded from YouTube

Iôve never read a blog

Iôve never been on a wiki other than Wikipedia

SL vs RL?  I donôt have any idea what you 

mean!



For better or worse, the challenges of 

todayôs students in Decatur are a 

microcosm of Americaôs challenges.



This is a challenging shift for everyone 

in education


