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Affinity

Affinity

Finding affinities, or similarities, between 
elements in a passage can help make 
more sense of what youõre reading.

Students ask: òWhatõs this like?ó  
Students go from whatõs known to the 
unknown



Affinity - Procedure

ÅRead the passage

ÅWrite as many things as you remember on 
a sticky note (one per idea)

ÅOrganize the notes as a group (no talking)

ÅGroup consensus on the organization 
(talk)

ÅTitle each group



Affinity -- Example
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Anticipation Guide

Explanation
ÅTeacher identifies  four or five statements 

from the reading for agreement or 
disagreement

ÅBefore reading, student answers based on 
prior knowledge/experience

ÅStudent reads the text

ÅStudent checks answers according to the 
text
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Cloze

ÅTeacher prepares reading  with blanks 
inserted for key concepts or vocabulary

ÅStudent reads passage and tries to fill in 
blanks.

ÅStudent then reads complete passage (no 
blanks)

ÅStudent goes back to òclozeó version and fills 
in blanks.



Cloze ðTech hint

Electronic version of the passage  -- scan, 
download, etc

Import into a word document

Use òinsert text boxó to make the blanks
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Concept Definition Map

ÅFocus on key words and concepts

ÅVisual reinforcement
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Cornell Graphic Organizer

ÅStrategy for identifying main idea and 
supporting ideas

ÅGood for note taking strategy

ÅHelpful for quiz/test review



Cornell Graphic Organizer

Procedure:
ÅSurvey to identify title, subheadings, captions, 

pictures, first and last sentences
ÅBased on survey, develop questions about the 

passage
ÅWrite ?s in ? Section
ÅRead passage ðunderline or highlight answers 

for your questions
ÅAnswer your questions in detail
ÅCompare questions and answers with small group



Cornell Graphic Org (cont)

After group process, go through and self -
assess by coding each question
Å( ? ) unsure

Å(    ) know and understand completely

Å(*) need to find out more about this









Directed Reading/Thinking Activity

DR/TA worksheet for òdownloadingó info

Compare before and after reading



DR/TA -- Procedure

Fill in the first 3 boxes
ÅWhat I know
ÅWhat I think I know

ÅWhat I think Iõll learn

ÅRead the selection

ÅComplete the 4 th section òWhat I know I 
learnedó
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