National Virtual Learning Magnets
[Major Components for the “Elevator Speech”]
I. Goals

a. Use technology to give students anywhere the opportunity to learn specialized, advanced content (Geography and time are not a factor)
b. Transformational change in secondary education Propel significant change for secondary students and systems
c. Partnership with state systems. Adds value. Does not compete
II. Compact elements

a. Performance-based credentialing

b. Common assessment suite used nationally

c. Students earn credits towards their traditional school diploma”
d. “Hold harmless” student and school (no financial burden to discourage either)

III. Virtual Learning Magnet Partners

a. Local schools and existing state and local virtual programs

b. Tertiary institutions

c. Governmental and nonprofit partners

d. Business and other partners (professional organizations, etc.)

IV. Unique Curriculum Design elements

a. Standards-based. No seat-time.
b. Learning guided by teams of teachers and subject matter experts
c. Social authoring

i. Authentic partner involvement

ii. Continuous improvement

iii. Real-life content

iv. Introduction of student choice
v. Students contribute to curricular resources
d. Deconstructed competencies

i. Promote cross curricular self-directed learning

ii. Interdisciplinary overlap
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