CCSSO’s Virtual Learning Magnet Concept
Key Points for State Involvement

1. The first VLM will be the Virtual Learning Magnet for Space Science and Mathematics.

a. Precollege Physics will be the first credit-bearing course developed

b. A NASA mission (Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter or Space Station Assembly) will be used in an electronic portfolio to validate 21st Century Skills and SCANS skills and attributes

c. Precollege Physics and the Mission-focused “Independent Experience” will serve as a “Proof of Concept”

d. Development work will begin in Winter’08

e. Students will enroll in the course for Fall ‘08

2. All states will be invited to follow VLM concept development work and provide solicited feedback

3. CCSSO will partner with 10 – 15 states and a maximum of 500 students for the Physics course and Independent Experience 

4. States will be expected to involve students in both the Physics course and the Independent Experience.  Individual students may be involved in either or both.

5. Partner states will sign the VLM compact v 1.0 in late Spring/Summer in order for students to participate in Fall semester of the ’08-’09 academic year

6. Depending on the success of the Physics proof of concept and capacity, enrollment will be opened to all compact-signing states for second semester of the ’08-’09 academic year

7. Additional design of credit-bearing courses will continue with a target of at least 3 courses per year available to students in the VLM4SSM

8. The VLM for International Relations will target a similar model for Fall of ’09 startup and implementation rollout
9. Up to two additional VLMs will be slated for opening each year, beginning in 2010. 
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